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 More than 200 
Wildcat alums, friends 
and current students 
gathered at the Dou-
bletree Hotel on April 
28, 2006 to induct the 
newest members of the 
Daily Wildcat Alumni 
Hall of Fame.
 For the fi rst time 
this year’s ceremony 
was held in conjunc-
tion with the annual 
Wildcat  student award 
banquet. Wildcat-
ters from the 1940’s 
through 2006 symbol-
ized the long and 
strong tradition of 
student media at the 
university. A combina-
tion of curiosity, awe 
and job networking 
made the evening an 
exciting success.
 Th e 2006 inductees are the third group to be 
inducted to the Hall of Fame, bringing to 31 the 
number of alumni we have recognized for their 
professional distinction and achievement. Hall of 
famers are nominated by other Wildcat alumni 

Wildcat honors distinguished alumni

and selected by an alumni committee. Th e next 
round of nominations is being planned for 2008.
 Th is year’s group is notable for their range of 
accomplishment across diff erent fi elds, including 
politics, community activism, fi lm producing, 

Ethics and Excellence 
in Journalism 

 Foundation 
Marshall Foundation 
James E. Rogers 
Paul Allvin
Joseph Altman
Ennis Alvarez  
Kateri and Lee 
 Anderson
Anonymous
John and Beth Banks
Brian Barker
Amy McDaniel 

Bartylla
Bill Birch
Joni Hirsch Blackman 
Betsy Bolding
Bob Broder

Alicia Caldwell
Michael & Mitzi 

Camarillo  
Don and Helen 

Carson
Mike Chesnik
Nancy Cleeland
W. Glenn and 
 Stacy Cook
Beth McCorkle 

Cooper
David Cowley
James A. Craft 
Bob and Jo Anne 

Crawford
Emily Smith  

Creswell
David and Nancy 

Dykes

Tania Ghoulam 
 Eckweiler
Faith Edman
Pam Engebretson
Dahlia Feiter
Dave Feldman
Brett Fera
Christine 
 Gacharna
Th omas Gelsinon
John Haney
Bill Hess
Jay Hewlett
Dan Hicks
David J. Hossler
Rod Howard
Laurie Itow
Jim Johnson
Dorothy Kalil

Paula Kelso
Scott Kemp
John C. Lacy
Dorothy Ackley 

Laudati
Paul Ledwith Jr.
Sidney Coffi  n 

Lippman
Clyde and Dottie 

Lowery
Dan and Michele 

Mahon
Tadd Malek
Hal Marshall
Willard and 
 Julia Mies
Beverly Milkman
Jason Millstein
Rebecca Missel

Marion (Mrs. George) 
Morley

Alisa Wabnik 
 Morrill
Patricia Henderson 

Mosier
Paul Moyer
Renee Munro
Th omas R. Murray
John N. Neeley
Kitty Jo Nelson
Michael Ockrim
Chris Oldre
Jones Osborn
Christopher 
 J. Reinesch
David L. Roberts
David Rosenbaum
Joe Rosenbaum

Brice & Amy 
 Samuel 
Bruce Alan Schwartz
Joseph Sotelo Jr.
Sheryl L. Southwell
Michael P. Spohn
James Stevenson
Sonia Stokoe
Eliza Tebo
Jan Th iessen
Carolyn W. Tuft s
Susan Rabin Weaver
Cathy Cohn Werblin
Tara and James Wood
David Wood 
Mark and Helene 

Woodhams
Kathryn Epperson 

Young

Thanks to these contributors to Arizona Student Media since our last newsletter

and novel writing, not 
to mention journal-
ism, editing and news 
management.
 Th e new hall of 
famers are: Betsy 
Bolding, director of 
consumer aff airs, 
Tucson Electric Power; 
Nancy Cleeland, Los 
Angeles Times re-
porter; Tomás Guillén, 
author and associate 
professor, Seattle 
University; Ellen Hale, 
Associated Press direc-
tor of corporate com-
munications; Jones 
Osborn, former editor 
Th e Yuma Sun, former 
Arizona state senator; 
Nicholas Proffi  tt, 
novelist and former 
Newsweek correspon-
dent; Ron Silverman, 

fi lm producer; Ernest Sotomayor, director of 
career services, Columbia Graduate School of 
Journalism; William Walsh, author and copy edi-
tor, Th e Washington Post; and Rob Wilson, vice 
president, media relations, IBM.

Left  to right: Tomás Guillén, Jones Osborn, Bill Walsh, Ron Silverman, Nancy Cleeland, Rob Wilson, 
Ernest Sotomayor, Ellen Hale. Not pictured: Betsy Bolding, Nicholas Proffi  tt



 Jeff 
Gillingham

Wildcat advertising 
account executive 
since October 2004
Senior: will graduate 
May 2007
Hometown: Th ousand Oaks, Calif., graduated 
from Th ousand Oaks High School
Major: Accounting and Entrepreneurship
Wildcat awards: Winner of the “2005 Chris-
topher J. Reinesch Enterprise Scholarship for 
Advertising Achievement”
Loves “being behind an outstanding product, 
helping support the freedom of expression.”
Likes selling, meeting people.
Doesn’t love: Sales paperwork, “I screw it up a 
lot. I hate the minutiae.”
Career aspirations: Go to grad school, then 
get into the fi nancial side of business, as an in-
vestment banker, in accounting or consulting.
More important and immediate goal: 
To work in nonprofi t arena. Is currently 
starting his own nonprofi t: “Senior Advice 
& Financial Education” (SAFE), to off er pro 
bono fi nancial counseling to seniors and help-
ing fi nancial institutes recognize and prevent 
senior fi nancial abuse.
Quotable: “Working for nonprofi ts is what it’s 
all about.”

➤ ➤  Holly
Brauchli

➤ ➤ 

Sales coordinator in 
2004, ad sales account 
executive in January 
2005, sales manager in 
Summer 2006
Senior: will graduate in May 2007
Hometown: Tucson, went to Salpointe High 
School
Major: Philosophy
Loves “watching staff  interact when under 
pressure, pushed to the edge, and deal with it 
with humor (although sometimes they snap)”
Doesn’t love “when they come to me with a 
problem and I can’t fi x it. It’s frustrating.”
Favorite part of job: “Th e atmosphere. It’s 
competitive, but in a good team setting, with 
good interaction.”
Best moment: At an advertising sales seminar 
at the Arizona Republic. Th e presenter used as 
an example a college website that was trying to 
target the college market, and Holly stood up, 
using the same language as the presenter, and 
sold the presenter on an ad in the Wildcat.
Career aspiration: Going to law school, or 
if that doesn’t work out, “some other form of 
grad school if I want to pursue a career not 
in the restaurant wait staff  profession.” First 
wants to travel and ski for awhile.

Wildcat editor in chief since June 2006
Senior: will graduate December 2007
Hometown: Tucson, graduated from 
Catalina Foothills High School
Major: Journalism
Coolest Wildcat experience: Being 
the lead reporter on last year’s biggest 
story—the search for the new UA president.
Second coolest: Giving high school students 
tours of the newsroom and talking about 
what we do
Loves “working with the editors and staff .”

 Nicole Santa Cruz➤ ➤ 

Assistant sports editor, men’s basket-
ball beat writer; also does a UATV 
sports talk show.
Hometown: Los Angeles, graduated 
from El Camino Real High School
Major: Journalism
Fast fact: Roman has been on the Wildcat 
all four years; this is his third year covering 
basketball, which may be a longevity record 
on such a primo beat.
Coolest thing: Covering the UA-Illinois game 
in the NCAA Elite 8 in 2005.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

 The Daily Wildcat’s sister media UATV 
Channel 3 has been awarded a $75,000 
grant from the Oklahoma-based Ethics and 
Excellence in Journalism Foundation.
 UATV began its “Analog to Digital Proj-
ect” last year with the goal to convert its 
obsolete analog equipment into a cutting 
edge digital studio and expand students’ 
ability to create high quality news and en-
tertainment shows, including live breaking 
news reporting anywhere on campus.  
 The conversion will also open wide the 
potential for partnerships between UATV 
and the Arizona Daily Wildcat Online, 
letting students combine their journalism 
skills with digital video newsgathering. 
 They will get real world experience in 
the media convergence changing the indus-
try today, and their audience will be able to 
view news stories quickly and in the format 
they choose.
 Brewster Keith, UATV general manager, 
sees the new digital equipment as lifting 
the barriers the UATV students face every 
day. “We’ve got people who are interested, 
and so dedicated they work hours even 
when they’re not scheduled to work. They 
want to do more, they come up with great 
ideas, but because of our old equipment, 
we just can’t do them. The conversion will 
make our grand ideas a reality.”
 Students run UATV, which broadcasts 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week over the 
Residence Live cable tv network. UATV 
features student written and produced pro-
gramming as well as purchased movies and 
entertainment shows. 
 Student produced shows are also broad-
cast over the internet at uatv.arizona.edu, 
including DRSC, Dorm Room Sports Chat, 
featuring Wildcat sports editor Michael 
Schwartz and assistant sports editor Roman 
Veytsman, as well as The Daily Dose, a 
daily news broadcast.
 UATV supports its daily operational 
costs through the sale of show sponsor-
ships. 
 The station was able to build its own 
studio in a residence hall basement with 
the help of a $25,000 donation from the 
Marshall Foundation in Tucson. 
 It also recently received $25,000 from 
James E. Rogers of Sunbelt Communica-
tions. An additional $75,000 will be needed 
to finish the conversion.

UATV3 
moves toward 
‘cutting edge’

Some students who make the Wildcat go

Doesn’t love “having to enforce 
discipline among my peers.”
Worst moment as editor: Find-
ing a strip club ad on the op-ed 
page… aft er I had promised the 
opinions editor we’d never run 
one there.

Career aspiration: To work for a major metro 
paper and win a Pulitzer Prize.
Quotable: “Aft er working for the Wildcat I now 
realize I can function on three hours’ sleep a 
night.”

 Roman Veytsman➤ ➤ 
Second coolest thing (tie): Interview-
ing Kobe Bryant for a story about 
Luke Walton; “getting a chance to 
ask Lute (Olson) tough questions 
and to get inside the mind of a great 
basketball coach.”

What about his UATV sports show? “It’s been 
a blast—four buddies talking about sports and 
having a good time, no real work or preparation 
(like the Wildcat)”
Career: Sports writer for the LA Times—cover-
ing the Lakers.



ALUM NEWS

 Peter Winterble, Wildcat reporter and 
editor in chief ’1962-1964, retired from his most 
recent job running a program at the Rikers Island 
jails in NYC. Winterble worked with the Parole 
Restoration Project, helping parole violators get 
into certifi ed drug treatment programs on the 
outside. He is now living in Buenos Aires.

Frank Sotomayor, Wildcat editor in chief 
1965-1966 and former LA Times assistant metro 
editor, is  now a senior fellow of the Institute for 
Justice and Journalism (IJJ) at the University 
of Southern California’s Annenberg School for 
Communication.

 Mark Chalfant, copy editor and copy 
chief 1988-1991, is now the artistic and executive 
director of the Washington Improv Th eater in 
Washington D.C. 

 Merle Reagle’s fi rst crossword puzzles ap-
peared in the Daily Wildcat, where he was a copy 
editor and copy chief 1969-1972. Now the former 
Wildcat copy editor is a nationally syndicated 
word puzzle designer and was recently featured 
in the documentary “Wordplay.” He lives in 
Tampa, Fla.

 Ruth Keff er, Wildcat copy editor and 
news editor 1984-1986, is the associate curator 
for architecture and design at the San Francisco 
Museum of Modern Art.

 Steve Elliot, 1986 Wildcat sports editor and 
former Associated Press Phoenix bureau chief, is 
now director of the new Cronkite News Service 
print journalism program at Arizona State Uni-
versity. Th e program lets advanced journalism 
students cover statewide public policy issues and 
transmit their stories to newspapers and websites 
throughout the state.

IT’S 2006
Do you know where Daily Wildcatters are?

 We are sad to report that Laura Plachecki Crooks, Wildcat re-
porter, city editor, page designer and editor in chief, died suddenly 
at her home in Spokane, Wash., Oct. 28, 2006.
 Laura started at the Wildcat in 1987 as a freshman, and worked 
until graduation day four years later. She had boundless energy and 
dedication for the Wildcat.
 Laura was assistant features editor of Th e Spokesman-Review, 
and edited the paper’s family health pages. She also formed the 
Parent’s Council, designed to help journalists improve coverage of 
family issues and to help parents connect. She was also an adjunct 
journalism instructor at Eastern Washington University.
 Laura was married to UA alum Gary Crooks and also leaves two 
children, Calvin, 9, and Carly, 6. Contributions for a scholarship 
fund for her children may be made to “Laura Crooks’ Memorial 
Fund,” Spokane Media Federal Credit Union, 901 W. Riverside, Spo-
kane, WA 99201-1099.
 Clyde Lowery, Wildcat adviser 1973-1989, writes: “I haven’t seen Laura in more than 15 years and 
she still is fresh in my mind and I know she will always be there, bright and shiny. Her humor, her 
spirit, her dedication, were inspiring to everyone. 
 “I loved her. I feel so sorry that her children will miss her wonderful presence as they grow up 
without her. I have always been proud that she called former Wildcat staff ers ‘Clydeletts.’ I am honored 
to have known her.”

Former Wildcat editor in chief dies at 37

 Want to know more about where your former 
co-workers and friends are? Join the Daily Wildcat 
Alumni website at http://wc.arizona.edu/alumni. 
More than 500 Wildcat alums have signed up to 
share their memories and contact information.
And if you’ve already joined, please remember 
to update your information. Someone important 
may be looking for you!

Frank Sotomayor hangs out with Nann Durando 
during last spring’s Hall of Fame Banquet.

 Chris Oldre, advertising sales account 
executive 1989-1992, is eastern region vice 
president for Buena Vista Television, Walt Dis-
ney Company. He manages East Coast sales of 
Disney owned television shows and fi lms.

 Michelle Roberts, reporter and assistant 
features editor in 1994-1995, is a reporter for the 
Associated Press currently on a one-year special 
assignment covering post-Katrina New Orleans.

 Todd Hardy, reporter and editor in chief 
1996-1997, is now an associate at Rusing & Lo-
pez, P.L.L.C., Attorneys at Law in Tucson. Todd 
practices business and personal injury litigation.

 Corey Benjamin, advertising sales ac-
count Executive 2002-2005, is now an account 
exec in radio advertising for 104.3 WJMK, a CBS 
Radio Company in Chicago.

 Brett Farmiloe, advertising accountant 
2004-2006, has started his own company called 
“Pursue the Passion” to create “a movement 
to inspire and instill a passion within students 
nationwide… to open our generation’s eyes to 
the many paths that exist so we can fi nd roads 
that bring out our individuality, and to challenge 
our generation to fi nd what inspires them.” Read 
more at pursuethepassion.com

 Lisa Rich, reporter and news editor 2004-
2006, is a reporter at the Trenton (N.J.) Times.

 Sheila McNulty, Wildcat reporter and 
editor in chief 1985-1989 and her husband 
David Portnoy, Wildcat and yearbook photogra-

pher and photo editor 1987-1989, live in Bellaire, 
Texas with their two kids. Aft er a successful 
career in photojournalism, David returned to 
school and is now a nurse in a neurotrauma 
intensive care unit. Sheila is energy editor for 
Financial Times.

 Bryan Hance, reporter and webmaster, 
and professional systems analyst, 1994-2005, 
married Tanith Balaban, photographer and 
photo editor 1996-1999, on May 28, 2006. Chris 
Richards, photographer 1993-1997, served 
as wedding photographer. Th eir wedding was a 
veritable Wildcat reunion. Among those joining 
the celebration were Kate Gardiner, pho-
tographer and photo editor, 1994-1998,  Chris 
Jackson, sports reporter and editor 1996-2000, 
Susan Carroll, production assistant, reporter 
and city editor, 1997-1999, and  Keith Diehl, 
webmaster 1996-1997.  
 Tanith attends Case Western Reserve Law 
School, and Bryan is the systems guy for the 
Cleveland Institute of Music. He also has his own 
tech company, Frontera Networks.

Laura Plachecki, 1989



New Alumni Hall of Fame inductees
Nearly 200 Wildcat alumni, students, faculty and friends gathered April 28 to celebrate the new 

inductees to the Wildcat Hall of Fame. Joining the 21 previously-inducted members are:

Betsy Bolding ’62
Director, 

Consumer Aff airs, 
Tucson Electric 

Power
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University of Arizona

615 N. Park Ave., Rm. 101

Tucson AZ 85721-0087

Th e Wildcat Alumni Hall of Fame was established in 2000 to recognize the professional achievements of 
alumni who got their starts on the Wildcat. It also honors those who have contributed to and supported 

the student press on campus, whether they are alumni or not.

Nancy 
Cleeland ’77

Reporter, 
Los Angeles 

Times

Tomás Guillén ’74
Assoc. Professor, 

Seattle University, 
reporter and author 
“Th e Search for the 
Green River Killer”

Nicholas 
Proffi  tt ’68

Novelist “Gardens 
of Stone,” “Embassy 

House”, former 
Newsweek 

correspondent

Ron Silverman 
’55

Film producer 
“Brubaker,” 

“Shoot to Kill”

Rob Wilson ’77
Vice President, 

Media Relations, 
IBM

Ellen Hale ’72
Director, Corporate 
Communications, 

Th e Associated Press

Jones Osborn ’43
Former editor, Th e 

Yuma Sun, and 
former Arizona 

state senator

Ernest 
Sotomayor ’77

Director, 
Career Services, 

Columbia 
Graduate School 

of Journalism

William Walsh ’84
Copy Chief, 

national desk, Th e 
Washington Post, 

and author 
“Lapsing into a 
Comma,” “Th e 

Elephant of Style”

Hall of Famer 
Nick Proffi tt Dies
   Nicholas Proffi  tt, 63, who covered wars 
and civil strife in Vietnam, the Middle East 
and Africa for Newsweek magazine, died at 
home Nov. 10 in Naples, Fla.. He was also 
a noted novelist whose book “Gardens of 
Stone” was made into a fi lm by Francis Ford 
Coppola. His other novels are “Embassy 
House” and “Edge of Eden.”
   Proffi  tt’s illustrious career began at the 
Daily Wildcat where he was a reporter and 
city editor in the 1960s. He graduated with 
a journalism degree in 1968. He covered 
the Vietnam War for Newsweek and later 
became Saigon bureau chief. He was also 
Newsweek’s bureau chief in Beirut, London, 
Houston and Nairobi before retiring in 1981 
to write novels.
    Last April Nick Proffi  tt was inducted into 
the Daily Wildcat Alumni Hall of Fame. 
He was unable to attend the ceremony but 
wrote us that all credit for his success rested 
with the training he received here. He leaves 
his wife, Martie Hudson Proffi  tt, three chil-
dren, and fi ve grandchildren.
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